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The Titanic 

 
The RMS Titanic was a British luxury cruise ship. The ship was built like a tank. In fact, 
it was said that the Titanic was the unsinkable ship. It weighed 46,328 tons and was 
882 ft. long. At the time, the RMS Titanic was the world’s largest ship. The designers of 
the Titanic came up with the name to emphasize its sheer size. 
 
The size and stability of the iron wrought ship made passengers feel at ease. Everyone 
wanted to travel on the ship that would never sink. Over 2,000 people would have the 
chance to experience the trip to New York. It seemed as if nothing could or would go 
wrong, but it did. 
 
The Titanic set sail from England on April 10, 1912. The ship would sail from 
Southampton with a final destination of New York City. On the way, it stopped in France 
and Ireland. Then from Ireland, it would sail to America.  However, the Titanic never 
survived its maiden voyage. 
 
The Titanic was the largest and the most luxurious boat on the open seas at the time it 
was created. The firm Harland and Wolff were contracted to make the Titanic to sail 
along the Atlantic Ferry route. This route extends upward into the upper Atlantic Ocean 
and then down in an arc towards New York City.  
 
Harland and Wolff, led by chief developer of the Titanic Thomas Andrews, had been 
working on a trio of large, luxurious ships: the Olympic, the Titanic, and the Britannic 
(originally named the Gigantic). Of those three ships, the Titanic is the only ship that 
did not survive its maiden voyage. 
 
The Titanic was unlike any ship ever made. This ship had it all! It was supposed to be 
better than all the other ships in the world. The Titanic was one of the first ships to 
have electric elevators, swimming pools, and squash courts. There were other ships 
with some of these items, but no ship had all of them. On top of that, the ship also had 
a Turkish bath and a gymnasium that came complete with a mechanical horse and 
camel. It was the ultimate sailing paradise.  
 
The price for a ride on the Titanic was steep. However, people gladly paid it. It signified 
wealth and status. A first class passenger would have had to pay $4,350 for their ticket. 
Today, that same ticket would cost about $75,000. 
 
The ship was created to be unsinkable. There were 16 watertight compartments. These 
were there to ensure that nothing could happen to the Titanic. Based on the tests that 
occurred before the ship was able to sail, four of those compartments could flood and 
they would still be able to be remain afloat safely. This is why the ship was called 
unsinkable. 
 
On April 14, right before Midnight, the Titanic struck an iceberg. The iceberg dragged  
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along the side of the ship and punctured six main holes in the Titanic’s lower 
compartments. Five of the watertight compartments were ruptured. Had only four been 
hit the ship could have made it. However, that extra compartment caused the ship to 
sink.  
 
Once Captain Edward J. Smith heard about the iceberg, which had first been spotted by 
two night watchmen, he asked Thomas Andrews to assess the damage. Andrews was 
certain the ship would sink within a few hours. He set about alerting the passengers as 
to what had happened. 
 
Unfortunately, many of them did not believe the “unsinkable” Titanic would sink. His job 
was much more difficult as he had to persuade the passengers of the grave danger 
they were in. The ship eventually sunk at 2:20 AM on April 15. It took the ship roughly 
2 hours to sink. 
 
The Titanic sent out a distress signal but the closest ship to receive the signal was still 
over an hour away. The Carpathia attempted to make it to the Titanic but they would 
not make it in time. They were able to pick up the survivors though. Had the Carpathia 
not been able to make it to the Titanic, additional people would have frozen in their 
lifeboats from the cold weather outside. 
 
Many people from around the world were on the ship and were either lost for some 
time or died. In fact, out of the 2,227 people only about 705 survived. Among some of 
the most notable that were on the ship that perished when the Titanic sunk were:  
 

 British Journalist William Thomas Stead 
 Mining Tycoon Benjamin Guggenheim 
 Macy’s Founder Isidor & Ida Straus  
 John Jacob Astor who was not only the heir to the Astor fortune but was also the 
richest man on the Titanic 

 George Dunton Widener and his son Harry 
 Archibald Butt who was a presidential aide in the United States 
 Writer Jacques Heath Futrelle 

 
 
There were also many notable people, that did make it out alive. This included: 
 

 The unsinkable millionaire Margaret “Molly” Brown 
 Madeline Astor (who was five months pregnant) 
 The Countess of Rothes 
 Actress Dorothy Gibson  
 J. Bruce Ismay the director of White Star Line who created the Titanic 

 
These brave survivors (who were mostly women) came out unharmed other than the 
memories they had to face after going home. Additionally, both J.P. Morgan and Milton 
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Hershey (founder of Hershey’s Chocolate) both cancelled their passage on the Titanic at 
the last minute. 
 
The Carpathia was about 58 miles away when the distress call was sent out. They 
attempted to make it to the Titanic as quickly as possible. They would not be able to 
get there in time but they would be able to save those who had made it in a lifeboat. 
While most of these boats had been at least partially empty only one returned to pick 
up those who were stuck in the water. By then only a few people had not frozen to 
death. 
 
The survivors were placed on the Carpathia, which was going to New York, as well. 
They were given blankets and warm drinks. Margaret Brown, one of the survivors, 
spent the rest of the trip collecting names of survivors and trying to alert survivor’s 
families. She even collected and raised money for the less fortunate survivors that had 
lost everything.  
 
Over ten thousand dollars was raised for the survivors that did not have the means to 
replace their personal belongings. The Titanic survivors formed a group to reflect on 
what happened and to share information about lost passengers. A memorial for the 
Titanic and the passengers that had lost their lives was placed in Washington D.C.  
 
The Titanic sinking was an unbelievable disaster. This event caused an International 
convention for safety at sea. The convention occurred in London in 1913. The purpose 
of the convention was to draw up rules that would be mandatory when a ship was 
going to sail.  
 
One of the first rules they decided on was that lifeboat drills were held during each trip. 
Ships also needed to have the radios on 24-hours a day in case a ship near them 
needed help. There was an Ice Patrol created to warn ships if they were approaching 
an iceberg. This would allow ships to get out of the way in time. 
 
There needed to be enough lifeboats to accommodate each passenger on the ship. 
While the Titanic had enough spots for the correct amount of lifeboats, they did not 
want to add the full amount. They felt the lifeboats would take away from the beauty of 
the ship.  
 
The Titanic could have held 32 lifeboats but instead they only placed 20 lifeboats on the 
ship. They only placed enough lifeboats on the ship to save about half the people if 
there were an emergency. They were so sure that the Titanic could never sink that it 
would not matter. When they realized that the ship was sinking they hurried to get 
people on the few lifeboats there were.  
 
Wealthy men attempted to buy their way onto the boats. Poor people pleaded for the 
lives of their children. The boats that left the Titanic had 65 spots for people per boat. 
Almost none of those boats left with 65 passengers. This meant that even more people 
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died. The point of the convention was to ensure that every possible passenger on a ship 
would be saved if people were able to be. 
 
The wreck that was the Titanic was discovered on September 1, 1985. The ship was 
found laying upright in two pieces. The pieces were on the ocean floor about 13,000 
feet from the top of the water. Scientists were able to discover it took more than one 
gash to sink the Titanic. Instead, it seemed as if several smaller gashes had surfaced 
and allowed water into the ship. 
 
The Titanic has been examined several times by French and American Scientists. The 
location was hidden because the people who discovered it, Jean-Louis Mallard and Dr. 
Robert Ballard, did not want explorers to steal anything from the wreckage. Eventually, 
the public was given access to the coordinates of the location of the Titanic. However, 
Dr. Ballard placed a plaque commemorating the victims and asking people not to take 
anything from the wreck on the underwater grave where the Titanic rests today. 
 
There have been many different series and books written about the Titanic. There was 
even a famous movie, Titanic. The movie was released in 1997 with Leonardo DiCaprio 
and Kate Winslet in the lead roles. They played fictional characters Rose and Jack.  Real 
life survivor Eleanor Shuman, who died at age 87 in 1998, was told by director James 
Cameron that she reminded him of Kate Winslet’s character, Rose.  
 
Even though she was only a toddler when the Titanic sank, Ms. Shuman would never 
forget the disaster. She spent a lot of time crying during the movie for the loss of lives 
and the terror she remembered feeling during the ordeal. This was something many 
people around the world felt. The movie just reaffirmed the belief that we will never 
forget the Titanic nearly 100 years later. 
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The Titanic Worksheet 
 

Multiple Choice 

 
1. The Titanic was part of a trio of ships launched by White Star Lines. The trio of ships 
was: 
 
 A. Titanic, Gigantic, and Gargantuan B. Olympic, Titanic, and Britannic 
 
 C. Titanic, Olympus, and Carpathia D. Lusistania, Carpathia, and Titanic 
 
 
2. The Titanic left Southampton, England on ____________. 
 
 A. April 1, 1911    B. April 12, 1910 
 
 C. April 17, 1913    D. April 10, 1912 
 
 
3. The Titanic stopped in ______________ and ______________ before heading across 
the Atlantic to New York City. 
 
 A. Spain and Italy    B. France and Germany 
 
 C. France and Ireland   D. Italy and Wales 
 
 
4. The Titanic was built by _____________ and ____________. One of the chief 
designers was Thomas Andrews who died when the Titanic sank. 
 
 A. Harlow and Globe   B. Thomas and Jefferson 
 
 C. Bert and Smith    D. Harland and Wolff 
 
 
5. On April 14, 1912 the Titanic hit an iceberg. On April 15, 1912, the Titanic sank after 
2 or so hours. Around ______ people survived. 
 
 A. 2,128     B. 1,746 
 
 C. 705      D. 555 
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True or False 

 
6. The Titanic did not really hit an iceberg. It was torpedoed down by a German war 
craft. 
 
 
7. The Titanic’s most affluent passengers, including Benjamin Guggenheim and John 
Jacob Astor survived because they let all the rich people on first. 
 
 
8. The Titanic passengers who made it to lifeboats were saved by the Carpathia. 
 
 
 
Essay Questions 

 
9. Imagine you were a passenger on the Titanic. You are now on the ship Carpathia 
and have a chance to write your family to tell them you are ok. Explain the ordeal you 
have gone through. Make sure to answer the following questions. Where were you 
when the iceberg hit? What were you doing? Did you get to the lifeboats immediately? 
How did you feel as you sat in your lifeboat and watched the ship sink? 
 
 
10. As a passenger you have just found out the Titanic is about to sink. You have been 
instructed to wait until the first class passengers are loaded into the ship. You are not 
being block as those in steerage are but as a second-class passenger, you have to wait 
your turn. Do you help the others get onto the boats when it is your turn? Do you want 
to be on a boat yourself without helping anyone else? How does it make you feel to 
have to wait knowing the boat is going to sink? 
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Answer Key 

 
1. B 
2. D 
3. C 
4. D 
5. C 
6. F 
7. F 
8. T 
9. Answers will vary 
10.  Answers will vary 

 
 


