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Molly Brown 

 
Margaret "Molly" Brown was born on July 18, 1867. She was born in Hannibal, Missouri 
to hard-working parents in a modest household. Molly's father, John Tobin, was an 
abolitionist. He worked with John Brown prior to the Civil War. In fact, many people 
believe that he helped run a part of the Underground Railroad. Molly's mother, 
Johanna, believed that education was the most important thing in a person's life. 
Johanna sent all her children to school at Mrs. O'Leary's grammar school. 
 
Molly went to school until she was 13 years old. Once she was 13, it was time for her to 
get a job. She found a job at the Garth Tobacco Factory. Her job was to remove the 
leaves from the tobacco stems and get them ready to be processed. This money 
allowed her to help her family have a better life. 
 
When Molly was 18 years old, she moved to Leadville, Colorado. Some of her siblings 
had moved there before her. There were many stories about the mines in that area. 
People said you could become rich overnight. That was exactly what Molly’s family 
would hope would happen. She moved in with her brother and tended to his house 
while working as a tailor. She did not plan to live in poverty for long, as she was with 
her brother. Molly had plans to marry a rich man! Molly met her future husband, JJ 
Brown, at a church picnic in June of 1886. 
 
Molly and JJ were married September 1, 1886. JJ was 31 and Molly was 19 years old. JJ 
was not a rich man but Molly loved him so she decided to marry him anyway. They 
were married in the Church of Annunciation. This is the same church were at least one 
of their children would be baptized. Molly and JJ had two children, Lawrence Palmer in 
1887 and Catherine Ellen Brown in 1889.  
 
The Brown family lived on Iron Hill. This was where JJ was working as a miner. Molly 
was able to afford a tutor to teach her reading and music. She learned reading with one 
tutor and singing and piano with another teacher. The Brown's even had a 
housekeeper, which was rare in their neighborhood. 
 
JJ gained a reputation for being a hard-working miner. This made him a natural choice 
to join the new Ibex Mining Company. JJ was a minor stockholder of Ibex and was put 
in charge of the company's mining operations. In 1893, silver was useless to miners 
and the price of gold was continuing to rise. JJ created a method to go through the 
mine and find the most precious minerals. At the time, JJ was not rich but he managed 
to find plenty of the highest quality copper and gold. By the end of 1893, Ibex was a 
success, and the Browns were very rich. 
 
Prompted by their success, the Browns moved to Denver in 1894. They purchased a 
home on 1340 Pennsylvania Avenue. Molly owned this home until she died. The new 
house was the biggest house Molly had ever lived in. It was also the nicest house. This 
home had electric lights, running water, and indoor plumbing. Molly had a formal parlor  
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and dining room, which she used for entertaining. Everyone had their own bedroom 
and there were still extra rooms. Servants lived in specific areas based on whether they 
were male or female. Females slept on the third floor and males slept in the carriage 
house. 
 
Molly was very active in charity while living in Colorado. She worked hard to help those 
less fortunate then her even when they were not rich. She helped organize soup 
kitchens for the families of the miners. She also offered her time volunteering in the 
churches and hospitals in her area.  
 
Wealthy people looked down on Molly because she treated everyone the same. She was 
friends with her servants. Many wealthy people did not believe that was supposed to 
happen. Molly did not listen though. In fact, when she studied her daily lessons she 
would even have her servants sit in so they could learn too. 
 
Molly always remembered her poor beginnings. She always remembered people in need 
throughout her life. One of the nice things she did was to send gifts and supplies to the 
Colorado mining families. She also sent gifts to the boys in the St. Vincent's Orphan 
Asylum. 
 
In Denver, she dominated the Denver charity scene by becoming a charter member of 
the Denver Woman's Club in 1894. These women all wanted to improve the daily lives 
of women by providing education and activity. By 1898, Molly was also a member of the 
Denver Woman's Press Club. She had not published anything when she joined but she 
would eventually begin traveling. During this time, she would write many travel essays. 
This does not include her life story and the account she wrote about traveling on the 
Titanic. Finally, both she and JJ were a part of the Denver Country Club. 
 
Molly was appointed the President of the Catholic bazaar in 1899. The money raised in 
the bazaar was going to be for St. Joseph's Hospital. The committee worked to gain 
amazing prizes from area merchants to use at the bazaar. They also set up booths with 
food, candy, and chocolate. They even had Japanese food during the event, which was 
very exotic at the time. The bazaar was a hit. There were prizes left though so Molly 
organized a card tournament to get rid of those prizes. She sold 1,500 tickets. 
Everything Molly did received wonderful press and managed to help plenty of people. 
 
The Catholic Church appreciated Molly's work so much she ran the Fair in 1901 as well. 
The Fair was set up to raise money for a variety of charities. Molly took donations and 
sold tickets for the most important event she had worked for so far. She decided to 
make a booth that sold dolls that were made by famous women. She managed to get 
dolls that were made by First Ladies as well as many other important women. Thanks to 
this wonderful idea, the fair was an excellent success. 
 
Traveling was something very important to Molly. She loved to travel. The Browns 
traveled all around the world. They even lived in Killarney, Ireland for a brief spell.  
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However, education was equally important to her. Molly became one of the first 
students to enroll at the Carnegie Institute in New York. She studied literature, 
language, and drama while she was there. 
 
Molly would eventually return home to Denver and work more on her charity events. 
She worked to provide everything she could to people less fortunate than her. It 
seemed she was always doing something for someone. Molly Brown was the 
unstoppable woman. 
 
By 1909, Molly and JJ decided to split up after 23 years of marriage. This did not stop 
Molly from her many activities though. She remained quite active. She went on a trip to 
Europe after that with her daughter. This ended up being a trip that would change her 
life. 
 
In 1912, Molly received notice that her grandson was ill. She did not know how serious 
it was so Molly made plans to return home immediately. She booked passage on the 
RMS Titanic. Molly's daughter decided to remain in London so she did not join her on 
the ship. Molly was accompanied by her friends Jacob and Madeline Astor. 
 
Molly was excited to go on such a lavish ship. The Titanic was so big and so expensive. 
It was known as the unsinkable ship. All the wealthiest people in the world were 
booking passage on the Titanic. In fact, some of Molly's shipmates included the Astors 
(Molly's friends), Benjamin Guggenheim, Isador and Ida Straus, and J. Bruce Ismay. 
Sadly, out of this group only Molly, Madeline Astor, and Mr. Ismay made it off the ship 
alive. 
 
The Titanic hit an iceberg on April 14 and would sink that same night. Molly realized 
something was wrong with the ship and went into the hall because she heard a 
commotion. There were men handing out life jackets. Molly was not afraid of sinking. In 
fact, she told people if she had to she could swim. She was still hoping the ship was 
unsinkable. After all, that was what they had told everyone. 
 
Molly was grabbed almost immediately and placed on the number six lifeboat. The 
lifeboat was able to fit 65 people. However, it moved away from the main ship with only 
21 women, 2 men, and a boy on board. Molly could see the damage to the Titanic as 
her lifeboat was being lowered into the ocean. The Captain told them to row towards 
the lights and they would be okay. The people on the lifeboat began to panic as they 
realized they could not see the lights. Molly took control though as she began rowing 
the lifeboat. Soon others helped her and they were on their way to safety. 
 
The people in Molly's lifeboat wanted to go back. They knew more people could fit in 
the boat and felt bad leaving people behind. They were ordered to keep rowing 
however and they obeyed the commands they were given.  
 
After about four hours of rowing, Molly saw the light that they were looking for. The 
light was from the Carpathia. This was the closest ship to the Titanic. The Carpathia 
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was the first ship to answer the distress call. Molly and the rest of the group made it to 
the ship. Once they were there, they were pulled to safety. 
 
Molly went to work the minute she got on the Carpathia. She spoke to Titanic survivors 
using various languages. She tried to soothe the frightened survivors. She looked for 
extra blankets and other supplies that would make people more comfortable. She also 
began compiling a list of names of survivors. She stressed the need to be able to wire 
information to families. She even offered to pay for the wiring fees. While all this was 
going on, she even spoke to the wealthy passengers and convinced them to donate 
money to the women on the Titanic that had survived but had lost everything. She 
managed to raise ten thousand dollars before the ship reached New York City. 
 
After surviving the Titanic, Molly continued to do amazing things for other people. 
During the Mexican-American War, she paid $1000 per month to send nurses to the 
front lines. She even offered to go herself. Despite being wealthy, she requested a spot 
on the front lines. Molly never made it to the front lines though because she was called 
to the Ludlow Massacre. 
 
In Colorado, the mining camps that Molly was familiar with were having many 
problems. Miners were not receiving the rights they were supposed to have. This 
caused about 11,000 miners to go on strike. When this happened, the miners families 
lost their homes and were evicted from any property owned by the mines. The Unions 
created camps where the families could stay. However, the situation between the 
miners and the mine companies ended up getting out of control. 
 
There were bullets fired, and at some point, the National Guard even set the camping 
area on fire with miners in the tents. Molly was there to help with great media 
coverage. The entire time she refused to take sides. She was only there to help the 
people that needed it most. She had nurses sent in. She also fundraised to make 
money for clothing and food for the miners. A formal investigation committee was 
created to determine what happened during this awful event and what went wrong. 
 
Molly was a celebrity but her main goal in life was helping people. She decided the best 
way to do this was through politics. In 1909 and then in 1911 Molly ran for the US 
Senate. However, she lost both times. She ran again, after her Titanic voyage, in 1914 
and this time she had the backing of the Progressives and the Feminists. The entire city 
of Denver was hoping she would win this time. Molly's opponent was another woman 
and many people had problems with this. They thought two women running against 
each other was wrong. Not too many women held important jobs in those days. 
 
Molly did not let that stop her though. She was confident that she could win and 
represent Colorado. Unfortunately, she decided to postpone her trip to the Senate and 
conceded to her opponent. The reason she did this was that World War I was breaking 
out. Molly had family in Germany and they were sent to the front lines. She wanted to 
be there to help where she could. 
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On October 26, 1932, Molly Brown passed away. She died in her sleep at the age of 65 
years old. Though it was not known at the time, Molly had a brain tumor and this was 
the reason she passed away. Molly used her money and her means to help people for 
as long as she could. For this reason, she will always be remembered and admired. 
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Molly Brown Worksheet 

 

Multiple Choice 

 
1. Molly Brown was married to _____________. 
 
 A. John Brown    B. Joey Brown 
 
 C. Jake Brown    D. JJ Brown 
 
 
2. One of the most famous events of Molly Brown’s life was __________. 
 
 A. Surviving the Titanic   B. Running for President 
 
 C. Becoming a famous actress  D. Moving to Chicago 
 
 
3. Molly Brown ran for the US ____________ three different times. 
 
 A. House of Representatives  B. Senate 
 
 C. Supreme Court    D. None of the Above 
 
 
4. Molly Brown lived in the ___________ on Pennsylvania Avenue. 
 
 A. Chicago     B. New York City 
 
 C. Washington D.C.    D. Denver 
 
 
5. Molly Brown was born in ________________. 
 
 A. Colorado     B. Ireland 
 
 C. Missouri     D. Kansas 
 
 
True or False 

 
6. Molly Brown was one of the first students to enroll at the Carnegie Institute in NYC. 
 
 
7. The ship that saved the Titanic survivors was the Calpurnia. 
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8. Molly Brown was able to raise ten thousand dollars while on the ship that would take 
the survivors to NYC. The money would go to women who had survived the Titanic, but 
had lost everything. 
 
 
Essay 

 
9. List some of the charities Molly Brown represented. Molly Brown never forgot her 
poor beginnings. She was always willing to help people who were in need. If you 
became rich, would you spend your money to help others who are less fortunate or 
would you keep it all for yourself? Explain your answer. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
10. On a separate piece of paper, write a journal entry as Molly. It is the day after the 
Titanic has sunk. You have lost many friends and survived a horrible ordeal. What are 
your thoughts? Do you regret not going back for the others who did not make it on to 
lifeboats? Do you think you (as Molly) did all you could to help the people who survived 
the Titanic? Why or Why not?  


